Wichita Nation


Red Arrow Guides Induction Ceremony

History of the Red Arrow

An arrow is a powerful thing.

Properly employed, it can provide food, shelter and security for our tribe and our nation.

Misdirected, it can kill.

We have established the Red Arrow Program to ensure that the Arrows of the Wichita Nation,

the experienced Indian Guides Braves who have graduated,

maintain the proper trajectory that has been set by their time in this valuable program.

These arrows have been properly aimed and are on course to be Pals Forever with their fathers,

and to make meaningful contributions to their communities.

And we are humbled by their presence this season as they have chosen to remain

in the Wichita Nation Indian Guides Program for another year,
to pass on the wisdom they have gained

to the other Braves of the Wichita Nation.

You will see these Red Arrow Braves this season,

at our camping events, at Rocket Day and at the Pinewood Derby,

helping their Tribe and the Nation passing on their wisdom.

Thank them for their generous contribution and ongoing demonstration

of the success of this great Nation.

Red Arrow Guides Induction Program
Sachem: Hear me, oh great Chief of the Wichita Nation.

Chief:  Who calls?

Sachem:  The Sachem of the great Wichita Nation.

Chief:  Speak, <Sachem> for we wish to hear your words.  

Sachem:  Chief, I speak for the many tribes where Guides and braves have heard the call of the Great Spirit. They desire to continue to grow in wisdom and renew the bonds between them established many moons ago when the first became part of the Wichita Nation.

Chief:  <Sachem>, your words are welcome.  <Asst. Chief>, Let us proceed with our ceremony to welcome our brothers into the Red Arrow Guides program of the mighty Wichita Nation.

Asst Chief:  Tribe chiefs, please send forward your Red Arrow Guides and their Braves at this time to assemble behind the council fire.  Members of the Wichita Nation, as our Red Arrow Guides and Braves come forward, I invite you all to remember the council fire when you became members of the Wichita nation.   This ceremony will remind all of us of our ideals, as well as the commitments you made to each other when you joined the mighty Wichita Nation.   

Chief:  Thank you Guides!  And now it is time to make our council fire.  We shall speak the words which light our fires of friendship to help <Fire Starter> light our council fire so that it too will grow strong and bright.

All:  Pals Forever… Pals Forever … Pals Forever … (until the fire is well lit)
Chief:  <Asst Chief>, it is now time that we honor those Guides who have passed through the ceremony of graduation yet have returned to share their love and wisdom with our Nation.  
Asst Chief: 
I ask the great spirit above to look over these braves as they continue their journey in life.  Help them remember where they have been, strengthening their bond between father and son, and encourage them to set a good example for younger braves and everyone else around them.  Make them good in body and soul, so that you will remain proud of everything they do.
Braves, repeat after me, the oath you take with the great spirit.

[Asst Chief and GRADUATING BRAVES:]

· Oh great spirit,

· I promise to do my best 

· to live in harmony with nature, 

· to respect and honor my parents and elders,

· to protect my family and friends,

· to help others who are less fortunate,

· to stand up for what is right,

· to always be truthful to my tribe, my nation and myself,

· and most importantly, 

· to strengthen the bond between my father and myself.

· In witness by all present, 

· I make this pledge with all my heart.

· Yah Tah Hey!

Chief:  <Asst Chief>, your words have great meaning and wisdom.  We are grateful to our Red Arrow Guides for being willing to return to our Nation, and to their fathers who have made many sacrifices over the years to spend time with their sons and to share special moments.  Let us hope your words will remain in their hearts and minds forever and they will always look back on these times with love and fondness.  Our Red Arrow Guides will all receive a Red Arrow patch to remind them of their sacrifice and to signify their special place in our nation and in our hearts

Chief: Thank you <Sachem>, and <Asst Chief>.  Your words were strong and it has been special for our Nation to honor our first group of Red Arrow Guides in a ceremony we shall repeat over the years to come.  I ask every tribe member of the Wichita Nation applaud as we welcome our Red Arrow Guides and their fathers. 

All:  Ya-Ta-Hey !!!!!!

Stage direction:   (Nation drum beats and background music comes up until most new dads and sons have returned to their tribes and then both music and drum go silent.)
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